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What is BLR? 
The Biodiversity Literature Repository (BLR) is a re-
search infrastructure that includes the BLR Commu-
nity on the Zenodo repository at the European Center 
for Nuclear Research (CERN). Services such as Ocellus, 
Zenodo API, and the TreatmentBank Statistics and API 
are available to search and retrieve data, including ad-
ditional liberated data from the articles

What is there to find at BLR?
BLR’s focus is on biodiversity data liberated from schol-
arly publications and made Findable, Accessible, In-
teroperable and Reproducible (FAIR) digital objects. It 
uses custom metadata linking to external vocabularies 
covering the needs of the biodiversity community. This 
includes taxonomic treatments and figures as well as 
the original article annotated with custom metadata 
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describing the data contained in the article including 
the related identifiers for figures and treatments there-
in. The figures, treatments and the source article de-
posits are all crosslinked.

What is new and unique in 
BLR?
BLR is unique in that it assigns a DOI to each treatment, 
as well as to their related figures or tables, making 
them easily traceable and citable by other research-
ers. Custom metadata have been developed to enrich 

the data with terms from external vocabularies wide-
ly used in the biodiversity community. The main data 
imports are via TreatmentBank or through publishers 
such as Pensoft.

BLR in numbers:
With over 1,100,000 deposits, including 520,000 tax-
onomic treatments and 570,000 figures, BLR is the 
single largest community in Zenodo. Its data is widely 
reused, for example by the Global Biodiversity Infor-
mation Facility (GBIF). All data in BLR is published un-
der the CC0 Public Domain Dedication or according to 
Swiss copyright law..

BLR is also part of BiCIKL, short for Biodiversity Com-
munity Integrated Knowledge Library, as a provider of 
long-term virtual access to data liberated from scien-
tific literature, as well as to the data liberated through 
transnational access.
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